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Section 2: Developments in sport, leisure and tourism in Wales and 
England, c.1900 to the present day 

Chapter 4: The growth and development of sport in Wales and England 

4.1 What were the main characteristics of sport up to 1945? 

Exam practice (page 39) 
Outline briefly the growth of professionalism in sport between 1900 and 1945. [4 marks] 

Sample answer: Traditionally sport tended to be played by amateurs, individuals who participated in 
a sport of for the love it and not for money. Professional sport emerged to allow players to receive a 
wage for participating and this was particularly important to allow working class people to take part. 
Professionalism first began to appear in sports which attracted a working class following such as 
rugby, football and boxing. Players in these sports needed to be paid a wage in order to make up for 
the time they were not in work. During the 1890s rugby league, in which players were paid, came to 
challenge the traditional game of Rugby Union in which players were amateurs. The establishment 
of the Football Association in 1863 allowed players to be paid a wage and the result was the growth 
in the establishment of football clubs across the country. Boxing also saw the introduction of 
professional boxers who were paid per fight. For working class players, payment for participation to 
supplement wages lost was the only means they could take part in such sporting events. The first 
part of the twentieth century witnessed a battle between amateurism and professionalism in sport, 
as more and more sports turned professional to allow more people to participate. 

Comment: This response bears the characteristics of a top performing answer which identifies a 
number of specific reasons for the growth of professionalism in sport. The answer has range and 
depth, using the examples of rugby league, football and boxing to illustrate the growth of 
professional sport, spelling out the need to pay working class players to supplement lost wages. The 
answer displays a mature understanding. 

4.2 How important was the contribution of sporting heroes during this period? 

Exam practice (page 42) 
How important was the contribution of the radio to the growth in popularity of sport up to the 
1970s? [8 marks] 

Sample answer: The radio played a hugely important role in furthering the growth in the popularity 
of sport up to the 1970s. Mass production of cheap radio sets during the 1930s and 1940s resulted 
in a massive growth in radio ownership, especially among the working classes. During the late 1920s 
the BBC began to broadcast live coverage of outdoor sporting fixtures such as the University Boat 
Race, the Derby, boxing matches and cricket tests, events which attracted ever larger audiences. The 
radio meant people could listen to these events live in the comfort of their own homes, providing a 
cheap form of entertainment. In 1948 the BBC began broadcasting ‘Sports Report’ at teatime on a 
Saturday to provide football results and brief reports of top matches. The radio enabled fans to 
follow the actions of their favourite teams and their sporting heroes, listening to live events and 
interviews. The radio therefore played a very important role in popularising sport but that role 
began to decline during the 1960s due to the growth in television ownership. Up to that period the 
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radio had been the only means of following live sporting fixtures, but from the 1970s onwards it 
increasingly lost ground to live television broadcasts and sports TV programmes. The golden age of 
the radio in terms of its contribution to the popularisation of sport was between 1930 and 1970 
when it played a very important role. 

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. It is a detailed and 
well-supported answer with good factual support. Reference is made to the availability of cheap 
radio sets from the 1930s onwards, the development of the BBC’s coverage of sporting events and 
the growth in sporting stars and sports teams. The concluding sentences show how the dominance 
of the radio was challenged by the growth in TV ownership from the 1970s onwards. Overall, there is 
a clear attempt to evaluate the importance of the contribution of the radio to the growth in 
popularity of sport. 

4.3 How has sport in Wales and England been affected by changes in society since 1950? 

Exam practice (page 46) 
Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the growth in sports facilities in Wales between 
1972 and 1997. [3 marks] 

Sample answer: The source shows the dramatic increase in sports facilities that were made available 
between 1972 and 1997, the biggest increases being in the opening of sports halls, swimming pools 
and squash courts. Facilities such as indoor bowling halls and ice rinks which did not exist in 1972 
were widely available by 1997, reflecting changes in fashion and sporting habits. Developments in 
technology resulted in the building of artificial all-weather pitches which allowed play all conditions. 
During this period people became more health conscious and there was an increase in participation 
in various sports as people chose to spend their leisure time in a more active way. 

Comment: A well-informed response which makes direct use of information from the source. 
Specific reference is made to the sporting facilities available in 1997 compared with 1972, identifying 
a significant increase in what was available. Reference is also made to the emergence of new sports 
facilities which reflected changes in sporting habits and fashions. Mention is also made to the 
growth in the desire to follow a more active leisure time. The answer is a good blend of source 
content and own knowledge. 

 

Chapter 5: The changing nature of popular entertainment in Wales and 
England 

5.1 What kinds of entertainment were influential in people’s lives up to 1945? 

Exam practice (page 52) 
Describe the role of the radio in the Second World War. [4 marks] 

Sample answer: The radio played a very important role during the war, serving several key 
functions. Although its broadcasts were subject to censorship, it provided its listeners with a vital 
source of news and information about the war. Millions listened to the regular radio broadcasts of 
the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. Through being a popular form of entertainment the radio also 
served the important role of keeping up morale by helping to distract people’s attention away from 
the hardship on the home front. In 1940 the BBC started the ‘Forces Programme’ which broadcast 
dance music and variety shows to entertain the armed forces and to keep them in contact with life 
on the home front. Through these means the radio played a vital role during the war years. 
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Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. It demonstrates 
good knowledge and covers a range of key factors. It identifies the role of the radio as a popular 
form of entertainment and also identifies the equally important role during the war years of 
providing information and news. Specific examples are given such as the speeches by Churchill and 
BBC programmes for the armed forces. 

5.2 What were the major developments in the 1950s and 1960s? 

Exam practice (page 54) 
Why do Sources A and B have different views about the impact of television? [8 marks] 

Sample answer: Sources A and B have very different views about the impact of television because of 
who wrote them. Source A is the viewpoint of Gerry George, a retired TV presenter and actor, a man 
who had made his living through the TV. He naturally believed that the TV had had a very positive 
impact on the lives of the British people. He made reference to the ‘magic of television’ and 
described it as a ‘box of delights’ but because of his background you would expect him to make 
these comments. The author of Source B is a media historian, a man who would have expert 
knowledge and understanding of this topic area. He says that the TV has had a positive impact but 
also recognises that there is a downside. Source B is not so positive in its comments, making 
reference to the negative impact of bad language and violence and to the fact that the watching of 
TV often results in families talking less to each other. The two sources therefore differ in their 
viewpoints because of the circumstances in which they were written. 

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. It has compared 
the content of both sources and illustrated how the two views of the impact of television differ. The 
authors of both sources have been evaluated and a judgement has been made to explain why they 
held contrasting views. This judgement is reinforced in the concluding sentence. 

5.3 How has mass entertainment developed in recent times? 

Exam practice (page 59) 
Has television been the most important development in popular entertainment from 1900 to the 
present day? In your answer you should discuss a variety of important developments in popular 
entertainment, including television. [12 marks & 3 marks for SPaG]  

Sample answer: Television has been one of the most important developments in popular 
entertainment because every household now has one, and in many instances, more than one TV. 
Television now dominates the entertainment industry and in recent surveys many individuals have 
identified watching TV as their favourite pastime.  

Television first began to make an impact with the televising of the Queen’s coronation in 1953 and 
since then it has grown in popularity. Developments in technology have added to the attraction of 
television as a medium of entertainment. The number of channels available to viewers has steadily 
increased following the launch of ITV in 1955, BBC2 in 1964, Channel 4 and S4C in 1982. Soap operas 
like Coronation Street and Eastenders attract millions of regular viewers, as do specific events such 
as the Olympic Games, the World Cup and the marriage of Prince William to Kate Middleton. With 
the development of video players, DVDs and satellite channels the TV has come to play an even 
more important role as a form of entertainment. 

However, television is just one of many factors which have contributed to the development of mass 
entertainment since 1900. Before television became widely available in the 1960s, the radio 
provided a cheap form of popular entertainment, providing live coverage of events and news 
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information. The radio played an important role during the war years, helping to provide news and 
popular entertainment to try to keep up morale. The cinema was also a popular source of 
entertainment and before the mass sales of TV sets; millions made regular visits to the cinema to see 
their favourite movie stars in action and to watch news bulletins. The gramophone was popular in 
early decades of the twentieth century as it enabled people to listen to their favourite music as and 
when they wanted to in the comfort of their own home. In recent years the popularity of television 
has faced a challenge from the growth and development of computers and especially the internet. 
Recent changes have allowed people to watch TV programmes on their computers through the 
internet using such services as the BBC iPlayer, ITV Player and 4oD. 

While it cannot be claimed that television has played the most important role in the development of 
popular entertainment since 1900 to the present day, it can certainly be said that it has dominated 
the entertainment lifestyle of the British people since the 1970s. Before that date it had strong rivals 
in the forms of the radio and the cinema. In recent years, however, the popularity of television has 
grown considerably with the onset of digital broadcasting it shows no signs of losing the top spot in 
terms of entertainment value. 

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. A developed, 
balanced argument has been constructed, which is supported by specific factual detail. The growth 
and development of television as a popular form of entertainment is well documented with 
supporting examples. A counter-argument is explored and a range of alternative factors detailing 
other popular forms of entertainment are discussed. The essay concludes with a reasoned 
judgement and clear links back to the question. The standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar 
is very good throughout. 

 

Chapter 6: Changes in holiday patterns in Wales and England 

6.1 What opportunities did people have for holiday up to 1950? 

Exam practice (page 61) 
Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the growth in popularity of seaside holidays in 
the early twentieth century. [3 marks] 

Sample answer: During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries seaside resorts like 
Southend, Margate, Blackpool and Brighton began to develop as popular destinations for a new 
breed of tourist. Source A is an advert from 1900 for hotel accommodation in the seaside resort of 
Llandudno. It is a typical example of the new hotels that were being built in many seaside resorts to 
attract tourists. This hotel was aiming to attract middle and upper class tourists by offering superior 
accommodation with the latest facilities such as electric light, an elevator and a bus to collect guests 
from the railway station. The hotel has 120 rooms, which suggests large numbers of tourists were 
visiting. The spread of the railways in the late nineteenth century made travel to seaside resorts far 
easier especially for the working classes, for both day trips and longer stays. Guest houses which 
offered cheaper stays than hotels also began to grow in number and were popular with the working 
classes. Relatively cheap fares together with the introduction of bank holidays and annual paid 
holidays, all helped to stimulate the growth in popularity of seaside holidays.  

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. The candidate has 
made good use of the source content, commenting on how hotels attempted to attract the new 
breed of tourists with the offer of the latest amenities. Through the inclusion of own knowledge, 
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reference is made to the development of seaside resorts like Southend, Blackpool and Brighton. 
Other factors which stimulated the growth of the seaside holiday are mentioned, such as the 
introduction of paid annual holidays and bank holidays, the growth of the railway which made 
travelling easier and the development of guest houses. There is good use of source content and own 
knowledge to present a reasoned and informed account. 

Exam practice (page 63) 
Why did holiday camps become popular during the 1930s? [6 marks] 

Sample answer: Due to the impact of the Depression most working class families did not have much 
money to spend on holidays during the 1930s and the first holiday camps were designed to 
overcome this hardship by offering an all-in-one package at reasonable prices. The camps opened by 
Harry Warner and Billy Butlin offered accommodation in bright chalets, three meals a day and 
entertainment, at prices affordable to the working classes. Billy Butlin opened his first camp at 
Skegness in 1939 and advertised the cheap price of £2.10s per person per week through the slogan 
‘A week’s holiday for a week’s pay’. This new style of holiday was popular with working class families 
as it was more informal than traditional accommodation and met the needs of a family holiday. As a 
result of their growing popularity over 200 holiday camps had been set up across England and Wales 
by 1939, offering affordable and desirable holiday packages. 

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a high performing answer. It is a detailed and 
well-informed answer, explaining how the impact of the Depression meant that working class 
families had only limited financial means and this made the new all-inclusive holidays attractive. 
Specific reference has been made to the work of Billy Butlin and Harry Warner who pioneered the 
development of the holiday camp. The affordability of such holidays for working class families is well 
explained. 

6.2 How much did tourism and holiday patterns change in the 1950s and 1960s? 

Exam practice (page 66) 
Explain why National Parks were set up in the 1950s. [6 marks] 

Sample answer: When the Government passed the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
in 1949 it did so for a number of reasons. It was a deliberate attempt to protect and care for the 
natural beauty of particular environments such as the Peak District and the Lake District. It was 
hoped the parks would preserve the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of a specific area. 
As car ownership increased in the post-war years and the population became more mobile, it was 
hoped the parks would provide opportunities for leisure activities such as walking, climbing, water 
sports and wildlife watching. The Parks were intended to boost tourism and public enjoyment of the 
countryside through offering a range of holiday experiences. 

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a top performing answer. It identifies and 
illustrates several key points, commenting that the National Parks were intended to protect 
important environments and promote access to stunning and unspoilt scenery. The Parks were also 
intended to promote rural tourism and offer a range of holiday experiences. The answer includes 
specific detail such as the names of new parks and the 1949 Act. 

6.3 How far have tourism and holiday patterns changed since the 1960s? 

Exam practice (page 70) 
How important have theme parks been to the development of the British tourist industry? [8 marks] 
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Sample answer: The growth in cheap package holidays during the 1970s and 1980s resulted in more 
and more British people opting to holiday abroad. As a result traditional British seaside resorts and 
holiday camps suffered sharp falls in visitor numbers and in order to encourage people to holiday in 
Britain the tourist industry had to adapt and develop a range of new attractions. These have 
included sites like Center Parcs which offers outdoor activities and heritage sites such as Ironbridge 
and Beamish which re-create life in the industrial towns of the Victorian era. One new development 
has been the introduction of theme parks which offer its visitors daring rides and activities for all the 
family. Theme Parks like Alton Towers, Drayton Manor and Blackpool Pleasure Beach compete 
against each other to offer more adventurous rides and attract large visitor numbers throughout the 
year. Blackpool Pleasure Beach has more than 125 rides, including Europe’s tallest rollercoaster. By 
offering alternative holiday experiences, theme parks have helped to keep the British holiday 
industry alive and have allowed it to fight back against the appeal of overseas holidays. They have 
adapted and re-invented themselves in order to satisfy the changes in leisure activities, countering 
the appeal of cheap foreign holidays with the offer of short, thrill induced and pleasurable themed 
breaks. For these reasons theme parks have played an important part in the development and 
survival of the British tourist industry.  

Comment: This response displays the characteristics of a top performing answer. It describes how 
the British tourist industry faced serious decline due to competition from cheap overseas package 
holidays but managed to fight back by re-inventing itself and developing new styles of holiday 
experiences. Among the most popular experiences have been theme parks which now attract large 
number of visitors throughout the year. The answer places theme parks in context with other 
developments such as heritage sites, and concludes with a reasoned judgement concerning their 
‘importance’. 

 

 


